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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

This National Report on the tertiary and higher education system of Uruguay has been conducted in the ambit 

of the actions planned for the RecoLATIN Project1, Credential Evaluation centres and Recognition Procedures 

in Latin American Countries, with the aim of making the procedures for certifying levels of studies carried out 

in our country more comprehensible. 

 

The structure of the Report is common to other reports of a similar nature developed by the partner countries 

in this Project, Mexico and Panama, so that its contents are in harmony with theirs - apart from the 

differences undoubtedly existing between our educational systems. 

 

In the same way, it is hoped the information it provides will be useful for recognition and guidance agencies, 

such as the ENIC (European Network of Information centres) - NARIC (National Academic Recognition 

Information centres), which are there to serve those seeking to find their place in cultures and labour markets 

different from those in which they have studied. 

 

Accordingly, the information provided here is for specific purposes, and is not intended to exhaust all the 

variables that may be expected in national reports on education systems. The central goal of this report is to 

give information about the basic structure of tertiary and higher education, its main peculiarities and, in 

particular, the characteristics of the certifications or qualifications offered in the university centres. 

 

Preparing it has enabled us to make a general up-to-date survey of academic administration and 

management including educational credit, grading, or validation procedures (to mention just a few) in all 

public and private university institutions - thereby allowing an overall view of the procedures that are 

implemented. 

 

It is the result of the collaboration between the three national partners in RecoLATIN, the Ministerio de 
Educación y Cultura (Ministry of Education and Culture), the Universidad de la República, and the Universidad 
Católica de Uruguay, and was validated by the first of the above named.   

 
1 Funded by ERASMUS + Programme of the European Union 
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2. OVERVIEW OF THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 

 

In Uruguay education is considered a fundamental Human Right, as well as a public asset, in which those 

entitled to enjoy and effectively exercise the right to education are the students. The main objective of 

national educational policy is to ensure that throughout their lives and all over the national territory all 

inhabitants obtain quality learning through educational actions of a formal or non-formal nature. The 

principles of state education are rooted in gratuity, secularism, and equality of opportunity or equity.   
 
Tertiary education (including non-university technical courses, technical and higher technological 
education, training in university education and university tertiary education) is acceded to after 14 
years of compulsory education, ranging from the preschool level of 4 years of age, until Upper 
Secondary Education, at 17 years of age.2 
 

The education system is governed by Law No. 18,437 (General Education Law), promulgated in January 2009.  

The Universidad de la República is governed by its Organic Law of the year 1958, the Universidad Tecnológica 

by Law No. 19,043 of the year 2013 and the private university system by a Decree 104/014 of the year 2014. 
 

The regulation for the private subsystem of higher education establishes a typology of private university 

institutions distinguishing between "Universities" and the "University Institutes".  
 
Universities must carry out teaching, research and extension activities in three or more unrelated disciplinary 

areas organically structured into Faculties, Departments or equivalent Academic Units (Art. 4). 
 
The term "University Institute" is applied to those institutions providing university level programmes in less 

than three disciplinary areas. The degrees issued by both types of institutions have the same value, so that 

when it comes to qualifying no distinctions exist for practising university professions. 

 

Law No. 18,437 established the creation of the National System of Public Tertiary Education, forming the 

Coordinating Committee for the National Public Education System (CCSNEP - Comisión Coordinadora del 

Sistema Nacional de Educación Pública) with the aim of promoting the construction of a National  Tertiary 

Education System; this Committee, currently termed the Coordinating Committee for the National Public 

Tertiary Education System (CCSNETP - Comisión Coordinadora del Sistema Nacional de Educación Terciaria 

Pública) is composed of senior officials of the Ministry of Education, the public universities and the National 

Administration of Public Education, with the contributions from each of the institutions in this system and 

under the concept of connected autonomy the joint work is directed with missions aimed at coordinating 

public tertiary education in the country. 

 

Among them are: 

• To promote, throughout life, tertiary education quality levels, linked to the world of work, the 

exercise of citizenship, access to culture, and personal fulfilment; 

• To combine public efforts to enhance these forms of teaching and institutional diversification; 

• To contribute to forming capacities that match the country's productive development; 

• To contribute to enhancing the prestige of teacher training: to provide un it with university level, 

systematic evaluation and permanent grading; 

 
2 Law No. 18,154 of 9 July 2007 
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• Constitute an integrated system that fits together with knowledge obtained from various levels of 

education; 

• To favour decentralisation and the possibility of sharing resources among institutions. 

The guiding idea of this initiative is the creation of a medium-term scenario characterised by the existence of 

Regional Tertiary Public Education Campuses - with possibilities of access and permanence for all. Together 

with the diversification of the range of tertiary educational and its quality with social relevance throughout 

the national territory. 
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3. TERTIARY EDUCATION 
 
The General Law of Education (LGE - Ley General de Educación) establishes that tertiary education includes 
non-university technical courses, technical courses and higher technological education courses (Art. 29, Law 
No. 18,437). It requires the prior approval of the complete cycles of primary and secondary education (both 
at the basic and upper secondary levels) and deepens and broadens training in some branches of knowledge. 
 
There are institutions in the public sphere, such as the police and the military, which, without formally 
integrating higher education, have certain courses that the Executive Branch has recognised to be equivalent 
to university level.  
 
After approval of Law No. 19,188 the MEC was given the power to recognise the courses of the Ministry of 
National Defence and the Ministry of the Interior, as well as to register the corresponding qualifications. 
 
The same now occurs with teacher training, which pursuant to Article 31 of the LGE is treated as university 
education, for which a Bill for the creation of a University of Education is being considered by the National 
Parliament, as is detailed in section 6. 
 
What really stands out in recent years is the increasing numbers of cases of interaction between technical 
tertiary level courses offered by the Council of Professional Technical Education (CETP [Consejo de Educación 
Técnico Profesional] / UTU) and the university level.  
This Council is at the level of secondary education, and works with public university education, either with the 
Universidad de la República (UDELAR) or the Universidad Tecnológica (UTEC). 
 
Between UDELAR and CETP/UTU there are technological qualifications that are offered jointly by both 
institutions, in areas such as Agroenergy, Industrial Biotechnology, Meat, Sustainable Tourism, Sports 
Management, Information Technology, Wood, Mechanics, Mechatronics, Dairy Production, Gems, Optics, 
Chemistry. 
 
There is a gradual tendency for these qualifications to depend exclusively on UTEC, as happened in 2018 with 
Computer Technology and Chemical Technology. 
 
Together with CETP and UDELAR, UTEC will manage courses in 3 interior departments of the country, while 
CETP / UTU will do it in the capital in both technologists. As of 2018 qualifications will be issued by the three 
institutions as a whole. 
 
On the other hand, between UTEC and CETP / UTU two technology courses are offered at this moment: in the 
milk production management systems, and in Industrial Mechatronics. It is also possible that students from 
CETP / UTU technologist courses can continue their studies in UTEC courses, for which specific requirements 
are established in each case.3 
 
In section 12, Higher Education institutions, these tertiary level centres are listed under the heading "OTHER 
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS WITH TERTIARY OR UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC COURSES".  

  

 
3 https://utec.edu.uy/licenciatura-en-cienci-y-tecnología-de-lacteos/#requisitos  



 

8 

 

 

3.1. TYPES OF TERTIARY EDUCATION (professional / academic) 
 
The Council of Professional Technical Education (CETP / UTU) concentrates the largest number of public 
tertiary education courses offered at the technical level. 
 
Article 79 of the LGE states that public tertiary education is constituted by the Universidad de la República, 
the University Institute of Education and the Institutes of Tertiary Education. In the first case it is governed 
by its Organic Law and in the others by the provisions contained in the new regulations. The General 
Education Law provides for the creation of two new institutions: (i) the University Institute of Education (IUDE 
- Instituto Universitario de Educación) and (ii) the Higher Tertiary Institute (ITS - Instituto Terciario Superior). 
To this end, two implementation commissions have been set up responsible for preparing a general proposal 
for the respective academic structures, proposed curriculum, and institutional development. 
 
On the other hand, and as concerns police and military education under the direction of the Ministries of the 
Interior and National Defence respectively, the LGE provided for specific regulations to be approved for this 
educational sector, which was reflected in Law No. 19,188 of January 2014 on the Regulation of Military and 
Police Training.  
The Ministry of Education and Culture must recognise the Police and Military Education Systems courses 
awarding tertiary and university graduate and post-graduate degrees pursuant to Executive Branch Decree 
No. 221/018. 4  
 
 
  

 
4 https://medios.presidencia.gub.uy/legal/2018/decretos/07/mec_67.pdf  
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4. BUDGET 
 

Higher education is financed differently depending on whether it is in the public or private sector. In this 
section we shall only consider higher education of a university nature. 
 
The two public universities are mainly financed with public funds. The most important allocation comes from 
the National (five-year) Budget and from laws that - each year - enact budgetary corrective measures termed 
"rendición de cuentas (budget reallocations)". 
 
Secondly, they rely on extra budgetary income. These are generated from activities that the universities agree 
with third parties in the form of agreements, consultancies, research projects or technology transfer, or by 
charging fees in post-graduate programmes with a predominantly professional or continuous education 
profile, etc. 
 
The UdelaR also receives the proceeds from collecting a levy called the Additional Solidarity Fund from the 
graduates of public universities. The UdelaR must allocate this income to activities within the country, 
academic infrastructure and buildings. 
 
Both universities have ample autonomy to use the funds allocated as they see fit except in the cases where 
legislation has earmarked them for specific purposes. 
 
On the other hand, private universities and university institutes are essentially supported by the fees their 
students pay. They do not receive a state subsidy, except for the tax exemptions to which they are entitled 
as educational institutions. Article 69 of the Constitution of the Republic establishes a tax exemption for 
private educational institutions - which university institutions also benefit from.  
 
Lastly, public and private universities are beneficiaries of a system called "special donations". Through this 
system, businesses that pay certain taxes can deduct part of them for donations made to universities. 
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5. TEACHER TRAINING 
 

Up till now the country's teacher training has been of tertiary non-university level. The teacher training 
institutes for primary, secondary and technical education depend on the Education Training Council (CFE -
Consejo de Formación en Educación)5, which is part of the National Administration of Public Education, an 
autonomous entity also responsible for administering and managing the primary and secondary education 
levels.  
They have their own regulations and are independent of any other corporation. 
 
The CFE covers six regions (North, Litorial, Southwest, Central and East) including all the departments in our 
country. It has 24 educational centres between Teacher Training Institutes (IFD - Institutos de formación 
Docente) and Regional Teacher centres (CERP -Centros Regionales de Profesores), with 4 tertiary level 
courses and a total of 87 options for educational offers in this field.  
 

CFE Academic Offer by Regions and Areas6 
 

 
 

 
The Health Sciences Area does not register academic offers within the country. 
 
Education Law (No. 18,437) created a University Institute of Education, which was being transformed into a 
project to create a University of Education, with a structure similar to the country's other public universities.  
The courses it will provide will be with the traditional lecturers and teachers, to which will be added the 
technical teachers and social educators, and two technical degrees: early childhood technical assistant and 
digital laboratory assistant.  
At this time the Bill for the creation of the University has been going through Parliament since December 
2017. 
  

 
5  http://cfe.edu.uy  
6 Taken from Sistema Nacional de Educación Pública (2014): "Aportes para la construcción de un sistema de educación terciaria 
pública (Contributions for the construction of a public tertiary education system)". MEC 
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6. TERTIARY UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 
 
Higher education has a system organised on the basis of the separation of public and private institutions, 
both as regards the governing and supervising bodies and the regulations governing their working and the 
design of their courses and qualifications. 
 
There is no Higher Education law controlling the sub-systems, nor a ministry of Higher Education. 
 
The Universidad de la República (UdelaR) is the most important university institution in the country.  Founded 
in 1838, it concentrates around 83% of7 enrolment at this level and, until 1985, had a monopoly on university 
studies in Uruguay. 
 
Most of its activities take place in the capital of the country, although - currently - it is carrying out a policy 
of geographical expansion through creating regional centres and university teaching programmes carried out 
in collaboration with research centres and other public education agencies. In accordance with this policy 
complete degree and technical degree programmes are taught in various disciplines. 
 
The legal nature of the UdelaR is determined by the National Constitution, which lays down that it must be 
an Autonomous Entity8. In accordance with the above the UdelaR has the power to elect its own authorities 
(elected by students, teachers, and graduates), and to appoint its own teaching and non-teaching staff, 
determine their status, and approve their teaching plans. 
 
The Organic Law of the UdelaR, No. 12,549, governs the working of its system of institutional government 
termed co-government.  According to the same, representatives of the three orders participate in 
institutional governing bodies: students, teachers, and graduates. 
 
The second public university has been created very recently. The Universidad Tecnológica (UTEC) was created 
in 2014, and is also an Autonomous Entity with the same characteristics as UdelaR, except that its 
geographical location must be outside the capital of the country, and cater to the training of university 
professionals in the technological field and development and innovation in various sectors of the economy 
in production and in services. 
 
With regard to private universities, the first precedent occurred with the approval of Decree-Law No. 343/984 
(August 1984) pursuant to which official recognition was granted to the Universidad Católica de Uruguay 
"Dámaso Antonio Larrañaga". Subsequently, Decree-Law No. 15,661 (29/10/84) was approved, which 
established the validity and recognition of the degrees issued by authorised private universities.  
 
The conformation of the private tertiary education system may be dated to 1995, when Decree No. 308/9959 
laid down the procedures which the private tertiary institutions of the country must observe to be authorised 
to operate as such and have their careers recognised. With the said ministerial recognition the respective 
qualifications are registered in the Ministerio de Educación y Cultura - thereby acquiring the same legal 
validity as those issued by UdelaR.  
 
At the university level there are Universities and University Institutes, while non-university Tertiary Institutes 
are located at the second level. 
 

 
7  Anuario estadístico de Educación, 
(http://educacion.mec.gub.uy/innovaportal/v/11078/5/mecweb/publicaciones?3colid=927&breadid=927) 
8 Autonomous Entities are organisations and state companies that are dedicated to diverse specialised activities in the educational, 
commercial, and industrial fields 
9  This Decree was modified by Decree No. 104/014 of 28 April 2014. 
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All university institutions must carry out teaching, research, and outreach activities within a certain number 
of Knowledge10 Areas in which the courses provided must be located. 
 
If the institutions offer courses that cover one or two Knowledge Areas they shall use the term "University 
Institute", while if they work in more than three Areas they can be termed "University". 
 
The degrees issued by both types of institutions (public and private) have the same value, so there are no 
differences when it comes to being qualified to practise university professions. 
 
As for the non-university tertiary institutions, as has been previously indicated, not being entitled to use 
expressions that are reserved for those at university level in their qualifications their purposes is to teach at 
a greater depth than at the secondary level. 11 

 
The total number of HEIs amounts to 16 university institutions and three non-university tertiary institutions. 
At the university level they can be public or private university or university institutes. 12 
  

 
10 For private institutions an eight-area classification is used: 1. Humanities and Arts Area: courses in Linguistics, Languages, Translation, History, 
Letters, Semiotics, Philosophy, Education Sciences, Teacher Training, Arts, Theology.  
2. Human Health Area: courses in Medicine, Hygiene, Nursing, Medical Technologies, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Nutrition.   
3. Technological Area: courses in Engineering, Biotechnologies, Architecture.   
4. Agrarian Area: courses in Agronomy, Food Technologies, Veterinary, Fishing Technology.   
5. Social and Behavioural Sciences: courses in Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology, Archaeology, Human and Economic Geography, 
Social Work, Communication Sciences, Documentation Sciences, Public Relations, Law, Notarial Studies, Criminology, Labour Relations, International 
Relations, Economics (with predominantly macroeconomic orientation).   
6. Administration Sciences: courses in Economics (with predominantly micro-economic or business economics orientation), Accounting, Corporate 
Finance, Business Organisation and Administration, Public Administration, Tourism.   
7. Physics-Chemistry and Mathematics: courses in Mathematics, Statistics, Information Technology, Physics, Chemistry, Biochemistry.  
8. Biological and Earth Sciences: courses in Biology, Botany, Zoology, Geology, Oceanography, Astronomy, Meteorology, Geophysics. 
 
11 Art. 380 of Law No. 16736 modified by Art 74 of Law No. 19438. 
 
12  www.educacion.mec.gub.uy  
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TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS 
YEAR OF CREATION (in the public sector) OR AUTHORISATION (in the private sector) 

 
PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 

1. Universidad de la República –UdelaR- (1838) 
2. Universidad Tecnológica –UTEC- (2013) 

 
PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES 

1. Universidad Católica del Uruguay "Dámaso Antonio Larrañaga" -UCU- (1984) 
2. Universidad ORT (1996) 
3. Universidad de Montevideo –UM- (1997) 
4. Universidad de la Empresa –UDE- (1998) 
5. Universidad CLAEH (Centro Latinoamericano de Economía Humana, which was a 

University Institute between 1997 and 2017). 

PRIVATE UNIVERSITY INSTITUTES 
1. Instituto Universitario Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes –IUACJ- (2000) 
2. Instituto Universitario Francisco de Asís –IUFA- (2001) 
3. Instituto Universitario Centro de Docencia, Investigación e Información en Aprendizaje 

(CEDIIAP)  (2001) 
4. Instituto Metodista Universitario Crandon –IMUC- (2003) 
5. Instituto de Postgrado en Psicoanálisis –IUPP- (2003) 
6. Instituto Monseñor Mariano Soler (Faculty of Theology of Uruguay) -ITMS- (2004)  
7. Instituto Universitario Centro de Estudios y Diagnóstico de las Disgnacias del Uruguay – 

IUCEDU-(2005) 
8. Instituto universitario de postgrado AUDEPP (Psychoanalytical psychotherapy) (2011) 
9. Instituto Politécnico de Punta del Este (2013) 

PRIVATE NON-UNIVERSITY TERTIARY INSTITUTES 
1. Centro de Navegación (2002) 
2. Escuela de Formación Profesional en Comercio Exterior y Aduana (2013) 
3. Instituto Uruguayo Gastronómico (2014) 
4. Instituto de la Comunidad Sorda del Uruguay (2018)  

PUBLIC TERTIARY INSTITUTES 

1. Consejo de Educación Técnico Profesional -CETP-UTU,  (1878) 
2. Consejo de Formación en Educación -CFE-  (1937) 
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Evolution of tertiary education institutions in Uruguay 
 institution type Before 

1984 
1985-
1995 

1996-
2005 

2006-
2015 

2016-
2018 

1.  Universidad de la República public      
2.  Consejo Educación Técnico Profesional 

(Professional Technical Education Council) 
public      

3.  Education Training Council public      
4.  Universidad Católica del Uruguay  private      
5.  Universidad ORT  private      
6.  Universidad de Montevideo  private      
7.  Universidad de la Empresa  private      
8.  Universidad CLAEH  private      
9.  Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes  private      

10.  Francisco de Asís  private      
11.  Centro de Docencia, Investigación e 

Información en Aprendizaje (CEDIIAP)   
private      

12.  Centro de Investigación y Estudios Pedagógicos  private      
13.  Centro de Navegación  private      
14.  Instituto Metodista Universitario Crandon  private      
15.  Instituto de Postgrado en Psicoanálisis  private      
16.  Instituto Monseñor Mariano Soler (Faculty of 

Theology of Uruguay)  
private      

17.  Centro de Estudios y Diagnóstico de las 
Disgnacias del Uruguay  

private      

18.  Instituto universitario de postgrado AUDEPP 
(Psicoterapia psicoanalítica)  

private      

19.  Instituto Politécnico de Punta del Este  private      
20.  Escuela de Formación Profesional en Comercio 

Exterior y Aduana (Professional School for 
Foreign Trade and Customs)  

private      

21.  Universidad Tecnológica  public      
22.  Instituto Uruguayo Gastronómico (Uruguay 

Gastronomic Institute) 
private      

23.  Instituto de la Comunidad Sorda del Uruguay 
(Institute of the Deaf Community of Uruguay) 

private      

 
As indicated, the requirements that apply to the public university are not the same as those for private 
universities, although the activities to which they are directed are essentially the same. 
 
Taking into account the types of institutions and the requirements to be respected, the areas to be covered, 
the academic activities to be developed, and the types of qualifications that public and private institutions 
can grant may be summarised as follows. 
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 Number of 

knowledge areas to 
cover 

Primary activities Type of qualifications 
that may be provided 

Public universities Not specified Teaching, 
research, 
extension and 
assistance (*) 

Graduate and post-
graduate studies 

Private universities At least three 
different areas 

Teaching, research 
and outreach 

Graduate and post-
graduate studies 

University institute One or two different 
areas 

Teaching, research 
and outreach 

Graduate and post-
graduate studies 

Private non-university 
tertiary institute 

Non-applicable Teaching Tertiary non-
university (levels I, II 
or III *) 

Public tertiary institutes Non-applicable Teaching Tertiary non-
university 

* Level I workload of at least 750 hours, Level II workload at least 900 hours, and Level III workload at 
least 1,250 hours.  
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7. GOVERNING BODIES OF THE HIGHER EDUCATION SECTOR 
 
The level of coordination of the education system is compartmentalised at all its levels.  In turn, at the official 
level, the Coordinating Committee of the National Public Education System operates under the aegis of the 
MEC, already mentioned in section 2.  
  
Regarding Higher Education, in accordance with a division of responsibilities conferred by the current 
regulations, the Ministry of Education and Culture13 is responsible for managing and auditing private tertiary 
institutions, whereas public universities are responsible for their own activities and owing to their autonomy 
are not subordinate to the ministry. 
 
As mentioned above, public universities are characterised by two fundamental features: their autonomy and 
a system of self-government based on the participation of three orders: students, teachers, and graduates. 
In the case of the UTEC one representative of workers and one of employers of sectors typical of the sector 
in which it is inserted also participate in its governing body.  
 
The members of the governing bodies of the UdelaR are elected through university elections in which the 
three orders (teachers, students and professionals) take part, supervised by the Electoral Court of the 
country. Elections are held every two years and voting is compulsory. 
 
In the case of the Universidad de la República, its Organic Law assigns to the Central Directive Council (CDC) 
the substantive functions of its management with competence in general matters of the university, including 
the general direction of the studies, the approval of the study plans, the direction of international relations, 
the approval of the budget and the redaction of the university regulations, among others. The CDC is chaired 
by the Rector of the UdelaR who is responsible for representing the institution and implementing the 
decisions the CDC, adopts as well as for adopting urgent resolutions and all resolutions assigned to them by 
the institution's internal regulations. At the central level there is also a General Assembly of the Senate as an 
advisory body in general matters in addition to be the electorate for electing the Rector and the members of 
the CDC that represent the orders (students, teachers, and graduates). 
 
At the level of the Faculties, the Councils of Faculties, the Deans, and the Assemblies of each Faculty are 
competent. The Faculty Councils are responsible for the direction and immediate administration of the 
respective Faculties and in such conditions draw up regulations, project the study plans, appoint their 
teachers, and plan the budget, among other duties. The Dean of the Faculty presides over the Council and 
represents it. He is responsible for authorising expenses and adopting urgent resolutions and all resolutions 
for which the university regulations make him responsible. At the Faculty level, there is a Faculty Assembly 
that has the function of advising the Council and the Dean when requested, as well as of electing the Dean. 
In the case of the UTEC one representative of workers and one of employers of sectors typical of the sector in 
which it is active also participate in its governing body. 
 
For the private university sector there is a Board of Rectors of Private Universities for normal business 
exceptionally expanded to include the academic authorities of the university institutes. 
 
 The management of private higher education is assigned to the Ministry of Education and Culture through 
the Higher Education Area (ÁES - Área de Educación Superior), pursuant to Decree No. 104/014 in which the 
competences and procedures for authorising such institutions are determined.  
 
The Executive Power "shall grant the authorisation to function pursuant to Article 1 of Decree-Law No. 15,661 
of 29 October 1984 to those institutions which, following the formal and substantial requirements under the 

 
13 There is no Ministry of Higher Education or a Sub-secretary of Higher Education. The powers of the MEC in these matters 
devolve to the Directorate of Education, and in particular to the Higher Education Area. 
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following articles, plan to provide university education in one or more areas of knowledge" (Article 3 of the 
Decree). 
 
As an advisory body to the Executive Branch and the Ministerio de Educación y Cultura a Private Tertiary 
Teaching Advisory Board is created with the broadest technical autonomy in the performance of its activities. 
  
This body has the authority to act on requests by private tertiary institutions for authorisation to operate, for 
the recognition of the academic level of their courses, for the authorisation of new premises, and for revoking 
their respective acts. 
 
It is the responsibility of the ÁES to monitor the institutions that are authorised and the courses that are 
recognised. 14  
 
  

 
14  This monitoring is carried out through the information updating process: Decree No. 246/015. 

https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/decretos/246-2015    
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8. ORGANISATION OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Institutions are free to organise their activities and schedule their academic year. In any case, the periods of 
activity are very similar to one another and similar to those in primary, secondary, and technical education. 

In general, the academic year is divided into two semesters. The first begins in the month of March and 
continues until the month of July / August (depending on the institutions) and the second semester begins in 
August and goes until the month of November / December, depending on the institutions. 

The regular periods for exams in the months of February, July, and December; there are also extraordinary 
exam periods that vary according to the institutions. 

The month of January is almost totally inactive, at least for the first fortnight - the tasks recommencing in the 
middle of the month. 

In February there are usually intensive academic activities, grading or level assessment tests for previous 
studies, as well as preparatory courses. 

The weeks of classes are not predefined in the national regulations but last between 15 and 16 weeks per 
semester. 
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9. ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION / ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 

The graduation from higher secondary education occurs with the approval of the 'baccalaureate' (in any of 
its forms) which corresponds to 11 years of study at the basic level and 3 at the baccalaureate level. Those 
who graduate from this level are entitled to accede to higher education directly because there is no entrance 
exam for higher or tertiary education.15  
 
Traditionally, in the Universidad de la República entrance to its courses has been free, without access quotas 
(with a few exceptions, for example, the Escuela de Tecnologías Médicas, Traductorado, or Educación Física) 
so that every individual is entitled to enter who has successfully completed the previous educational cycle. 
In some faculties, what is called conditional entrance is allowed, which is subject to the approval of all 
secondary education subjects before dates determined by the University.  
 
The Universidad Tecnológica, on the other hand, has assigned quotas for all its courses, with the option of 
access by lottery to places in cases in which the established number is exceeded. 
Together with the facilities for admission, it is understood that all public education is free, including university 
education, and there are systems that help students to meet their financial requirements (scholarships, 
grants, etc.).  
 
The entry requirements for private HEIs are similar as for the public sector. The same facilities apply for the 
conditional admittance of students who have approval pending for up to three secondary education subjects, 
which must be approved as a prerequisite to any evaluation of the university course in progress. 
In the private institutions there are few situations in which an access number or quota applies. 
All private institutions charge fees and have developed scholarship systems in parallel. 
 
Foreign students 
 
At a general level and applicable to all institutions, the procedure for the validation of secondary education 
studies carried out in other countries applies. When a foreign student wishes to enrol in a university to start 
a degree course he first has to complete the validation process before the Council of Secondary Education of 
Uruguay. For this he will need the certificate of studies either legalised or with the corresponding apostille 
for the countries in which the Hague Convention is in force. 16 If in that country the apostille does not apply, 
the study certificate must be validated by the Uruguayan consulate. 
 
For non-Spanish-speaking countries, except Brazil, the certificates must be translated by a public translator 
certified in Uruguay. As a part of the validation process the student must complete an "Integration 
Workshop" in virtual mode, with components of National History, National Geography, and Social and Civic 
Education. The validation process begins with the presentation of the originals of the required 
documentation and photocopies of the same, and after 10 working days a certificate is issued to be presented 
to the University.  
 
On the other hand, there are the requirements imposed by the various universities. In the Universidad de la 
República the entry of foreign students is restricted by the regulations governing the entry of foreigners, 
which is applied pursuant to their provisions - beyond which there is some flexibility in special cases17.   
For a foreign student to enter the Universidad de la República to follow a degree course he has to have his 
secondary school courses validated. 
 
And in addition, satisfy one of these conditions: 

 
15  The documentation required as proof of completion of secondary education can be found at www.ces.edu.uy   
16  http://www.universidad.edu.uy/renderPage/index/pageId/79#heading_120  
17 http://www.universidad.edu.uy/renderPage/index/pageId/79#heading_120  
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a) To be Uruguayan or to have been forced to leave Uruguay owing to the country's the political 
situation until the establishment of democracy.  

b) To have had to interrupt his studies in his country of origin owing to political, ideological, trade 
union, religious or racial persecution.  

c) To come under the second paragraph of article 2 of the Ordinance on the validation of degrees 
and certificates of studies, which provides that: "the following may study at the Universidad de 
la República without being required to validate: diplomatic and consular officials accredited in 
the Republic, the officials of foreign States effecting missions or services in the Republic 
recognised by the respective authorities, the officials of international organisations of which the 
Republic is a member or which the latter accepts or recognises, and the spouses, children or 
dependents of the said persons".  

d) To prove he has been a resident in Uruguay for no less than three years.  
e) To have moved to Uruguay as a necessary consequence of his immediate family nucleus having 

settled in the country.  

The Central Board of Governors of the University may, by the vote of the absolute majority of its members, 
exceptionally admit the entry of students not included in the above exceptions. 
 
What the "Ordinance for foreign students" of the UTEC18 from August 2017 provides is to a similar effect. 
It states therein that to enter as a regular student the foreign applicant must comply with the general entry 
requirements provided in the General Regulations of Studies, namely:  
a) to have participated in the general process of admission and selection for a course;  
b) have produced and had approved the evidence that the UTEC stipulates for special cases; 
c) to formally enrol for the subjects or modules of the Course, except in the case of first semester students, 
whose academic load is automatically assigned; and  
d) to assume the responsibility of complying with the workload (both in class and autonomously) of the Study 
Plan in which they enrol.  
 
In addition, he must prove he satisfies one of the following conditions:  

a) to have been a resident of Uruguay for a period of not less than three years;  
b) to have moved to Uruguay as a necessary consequence of his direct family nucleus having settled 
in the country; or  
c) to benefit from special admission agreements entered into by the UTEC within the framework of 
cooperative relations with foreign entities, in which it is agreed that the contracting Universities shall 
allow the admission of students from abroad in order to study in their different academic courses, 
provided they comply with all the requirements established for them.  

 
Here, too, as for UDELAR, diplomats and consular officers accredited in the Republic, officials of foreign States 
effecting missions or services recognised by the respective authorities, and officials of international 
organisations of which the Republic is a member or which the latter accepts or recognises, as well as the 
spouses, children or dependents of the said persons may study without needing validation  
 
Notwithstanding the above, the Central Board of Governors may exceptionally allow the entry of students 
who fail to prove the above requirements for well-founded reasons. 
Respecting private institutions, the requirements are mainly of an administrative and documentary nature, 
so there are no limitations for the admission of foreign students. 
 
In these cases what is indicated above concerning the process of secondary education validation also applies, 
to which the various institutions add other documentary requirements such as identity documents or 

 
18  https://utec.edu.uy/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/reglamento-general-de-estudios-de-la-utec.pdf  
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passport, legalised or apostilled documentation, qualifications (if applicable), and other documents that may 
provide proof of the studies they have followed in their respective countries. 
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10. DUES, FEES AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

The Universidad de la República and the Universidad Tecnológica do not charge fees or dues for any of their 
undergraduate degrees, their academic postgraduate programmes (i.e. those intended to train teachers and 
researchers), or in the programmes leading to doctorates. Fees are authorised for the postgraduate 
programmes declared to be essentially professional. 
 
Private universities charge fees or tuition fees and have a scholarship system to facilitate student access to 
university studies. The systems combine the academic background requirements of the students with 
requirements concerning the income of the applicant's family nucleus or require levels of excellence in the 
previous cycle. 
The conditions specific to each institution can be found in their respective web pages, which appear in the 
links at the end of this report. 
 
The amount of the subsidy is considerable and can amount, exceptionally, to up to 100% of the fees.  The 
procedures for allocating these scholarships vary depending on the institutions between those awarded after 
competitions between the applicants for these grants, and those that are directly allocated according to the 
socio-educational characteristics of the young people applying for this aid. 
In addition, there are other benefits that can be accumulated, such as rebates for studying more than one 
course or attending with other family members, discounts for postgraduate courses for alumni, etc.   
 
The funds used for scholarships for degree programmes in private institutions come from private sources, 
whether from the University's own resources, from businesses, from private donors, corporations, banks, or 
other similar donors. There is no state funding for degree course scholarships. 
 
University students in the private sector can have access to educational credit systems, but they are bank 
loans in every case. It is common for students (or their families) to make payment agreements with the 
universities themselves, but also through banking institutions.  
 
To complement the above, students of the Universidad de la República and the Universidad Tecnológica who 
have economic difficulties in following their studies benefit from a scholarship system called "Fondo de 
Solidaridad (Solidarity Fund)"19. 
The Universidad de la República also has the University Welfare Service whose main purpose is to contribute 
to meeting students' and officials' basic needs. Through this system students can have access to different 
varieties of scholarships - as well as other benefits (rent guarantee, dental service, pedagogical and 
psychological support orientation, etc.).  
  

 
19  www.fondosolidaridad.org.uy  
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11. HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS 
 
In this section are included the electronic addresses of present-day public and private universities, private 
university institutes, non-university tertiary institutions, and other public institutions of which some of the 
courses are recognised to be university or tertiary level. 
 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 

Universidad de la República  www.universidad.edu.uy 
Universidad Tecnológica www.utec.edu.uy 

PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES 

Universidad Católica del Uruguay “Dámaso Antonio Larrañaga” http://www.ucu.edu.uy  
Universidad ORT http://www.ort.edu.uy 
Universidad de Montevideo www.um.edu.uy 
Universidad de la Empresa www.ude.edu.uy 
Universidad CLAEH www.claeh.edu.uy 

PRIVATE UNIVERSITY INSTITUTES 

Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes www.iuacj.edu.uy 
Francisco de Asís www.unifa.edu.uy 
Centro de Docencia, Investigación e Información del Aprendizaje -
(Teaching, Research and Learning Information Centre) 

www.cediiap.edu.uy 

Instituto Metodista Universitario Crandon www.universitariocrandon.edu.uy 
Instituto de Postgrado en Psicoanálisis (Postgraduate Psychoanalysis 
Institute) 

www.apuruguay.org 

Instituto Monseñor Mariano Soler www.facteologia.edu.uy 
Centro de Estudios y Diagnóstico de las Disgnacias del Uruguay www.iuceddu.com.uy 
Instituto Universitario de Postgrado AUDEPP www.audepp.org/portal 
Instituto Politécnico de Punta del Este www.politecnico.edu.uy 

PRIVATE NON-UNIVERSITY TERTIARY INSTITUTES 

Centro de Navegación   www.cennave.com.uy 
Escuela de Formación Profesional en Comercio Exterior y Aduana 
(Professional School for Foreign Trade and Customs)   

www.cea.edu.uy 

Instituto Uruguayo Gastronómico (Uruguay Gastronomic Institute)  www.ug.edu.uy 
Instituto de la Comunidad Sorda del Uruguay (Institute of the Deaf 
Community of Uruguay) 

www.cinde.net 

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS WITH TERTIARY OR UNIVERSITY LEVEL COURSES 

Consejo de Formación en Educación (Teacher Training) www.cfe.edu.uy  
Escuela Nacional de Policía (Degree in Public Security) www.enp.edu.uy/ 
Escuela Naval (Degree in Naval Systems) www.escuelanaval.edu.uy/ 
Instituto Militar de Estudios Superiores (Military Sciences Degree) www.imes.edu.uy 
Centro de Altos Estudios Nacionales (Master's Degree in Strategy) www.calen.edu.uy 
Consejo de Educación Técnico Profesional (some technical degrees) www.utu.edu.uy/ 

 
  



 

24 

 

12. ACCREDITATION AND QUALITY ASSURANCE 
 
In previous sections mention has been made of the meaning of the word "recognition" of courses. At this 
point it should be compared with the meaning of "accreditation".  
 In Uruguay recognition of courses and accreditation based on quality standards are quite distinct.  
  
The creation of a course in the public universities, and the value their degrees consequently acquire, occurs 
when their internal mechanisms, pursuant to their total managerial autonomy, approve the curriculum. No 
other organisation or external agency exists that should (or can) interfere with it. 
 

In the case of private institutions any new course - or even a modification of the curriculum - has to follow a 
'recognition' process carried out by the Ministerio de Educación based on external assessments before 
receiving a Ministerial Resolution. That is why the qualifications have official value. 

In this way, there are two distinct procedures in the country for officially authorising the degrees of university 
institutions.  
  
On the other hand, national accreditation does not exist for any university and a specialised agency has not 
been established to do so. However, there is a regional accreditation mechanism, known as the Regional 
Accreditation System for University Courses, ARCU-SUR (Sistema de Acreditación Regional de Carreras 
Universitarias). 20 
 
It is a permanent regional accreditation mechanism created by MERCOSUR, whose objective is to publicly 
guarantee the level of academic and scientific courses in the region defined by regional criteria developed by 
consultative committees in coordination with the National Accreditation Agencies Network.  It includes 
national legislations and adhesion by higher education institutions is voluntary.  
 
The accreditation process is continuous with periodic reviews. So far the following degrees participate: 
Agronomy, Architecture, Nursing, Engineering, Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing, Economics, Pharmacy, and 
Geology. This accreditation is not related to the value of the qualifications or to professional practice. It 
allows, in addition to a 'seal of quality', to facilitate exchanges of students and teachers between accredited 
universities and will soon facilitate the procedures for validating accredited degree programmes. 
It is based on the action of the National Accreditation Agencies, but in the case of Uruguay, given the absence 
of a national agency, it was agreed to create an Ad Hoc Commission to administer this process.  
 
Regarding quality assurance, there is currently no national regulatory system that determines the conditions 
that the institutions might put into practice to develop their quality assurance activities effectively. 
Nonetheless, following their own procedures and in accordance with their internal regulations they take the 
measures they deem most appropriate to guarantee the quality of the academic services they offer society. 
 

  

 
20  http://educacion.mec.gub.uy/innovaportal/v/72500/5/mecweb/arcu-sur?3colid=583&breadid=583  
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13. QUALIFICATIONS  
 
In the absence of common regulations, it is important to indicate separately what happens between public 
and private institutions. 
 
The Universidad de la República has two Ordinances that regulate the design of its curricula: The Ordinance 
for degree courses (2011) and the Ordinance for postgraduate courses (2001). 
 
Respecting degree courses UDELAR classifies them as follows: 
 

a) Courses with a minimum of 2,400 class hours or equivalent activity, between 320 and 400 credits21, 
lasting four academic years or more, leading to a “Licenciado “degree or equivalent professional 
qualification and may include intermediate certifications with a defined teaching profile.  University 
degree courses aim to provide training that enables professional and academic performance with a 
properly defined profile. (Art. 2) 
 
(b) Courses with a minimum of 1,200 class hours or equivalent activity, between 160 and 240 credits, 
lasting between two and three academic years, which qualify as a Technician or Technologist. They 
meet the purpose of offering practical, applied, and creative training in the most varied areas of 
knowledge. 

 
For its part the UR Postgraduate Ordinance indicates the types of courses that include: 

1. Specialised courses aimed at perfection in a particular subject or area within a profession or a field 
of application for various professions or scientific disciplines. The minimum curricular requirements 
shall be 60 credits and be distributed in a minimum of one year. (Articles 11 and 15) 

2. The “Maestria” degree programmes intended to provide the university graduate with superior 
training in a field of knowledge. This objective shall be achieved by working more deeply on 
theoretical training, updated and specialised knowledge in the field and of its methods; by 
stimulating autonomous learning and personal initiative; and includes the preparation of a thesis or 
final creative work. The suggested minimum duration shall be two academic years. (Art. 17) 

3. The Maestrías degrees shall have profiles that, with the same level of requirements, can be 
predominantly oriented towards academic or professional training. (Art. 18) 

4. The Master's shall be worth a minimum of 100 credits. Of these, at least 60 shall correspond to the 
programmed activity, for which no less than 500 class hours shall be required. (Art. 20).  

5. The Doctorado or PHd programmes constitute the highest level of postgraduate training in an area 
of knowledge. Their objective is to ensure the ability to accompany the evolution of the 
corresponding area of knowledge, broad and deep training in the chosen area, and the proven ability 
to develop one's own original research and create new knowledge. In the case of a structured 
programme, its duration should be no less than three years. (Art. 26). 

 
 
The Universidad Tecnológica has progressively been incorporating different types of degrees and does not 
have, at this time, forecasts for postgraduate courses. 
 
 

 

 
21 The value of the credit at the Universidad de la República corresponds to 15 hours, which includes both class hours and the student's 
autonomous work. 



 

26 

 

The qualifications that UTEC currently offers have the following characteristics: 
a) Technical degrees, with a minimum load of 160 credits22 and a duration of up to 2 years, which will 
confer the title of University Technician; 
b) Technologist, with a minimum load of 240 credits and a duration of up to 3 years, which will confer 
the title of Technologist; 
c) Degrees with a minimum load of 320 credits and a duration of up to 4 years, which will confer the 
title of Licenciatura or equivalent professional title; 
d) Courses longer than 4 years will have a minimum load of 400 credits and confer the title of 
engineer or equivalent. 
e) Curricular Completion Cycles aimed at applicants having a tertiary degree as a University 
Technician or Technologist which will have a variable load of credits and duration (depending on the 
characteristics of the technical degree that it complements) and will confer the title of Licenciatura 
or equivalent professional title. 
 

 
In the Universities and private University Institutes the qualifications that can be conferred stem from Art. 
21 of Decree No. 104/014:  
 

1)  University degree (Licenciaturas or equivalent professional title): first level university tertiary 
degree. The workload of the studies will not be less than 2,200 hours of class or supervised 
educational activities, or through remote learning, on and off campus or equivalent, over a period 
of no less than four academic years.  
 

2) Specialisation: postgraduate course that includes specific studies in greater depth in a discipline 
or set of related disciplines included in the degree-level teaching. The minimum period will be 
one academic year. The workload will include at least 300 hours of class or supervised 
educational activities, or through remote learning, on and off campus or equivalent, as well as 
the additional personal commitment the student has to make to reach the curriculum's 
educational objectives.   

 
3) Maestría or Master degree: postgraduate degree that includes studies extending and deepening 

university degree studies in a discipline or disciplinary area - and of research tasks involving active 
and creative management of knowledge, including a thesis or final report. The suggested 
minimum period will be two academic years. The workload will include 500 hours of class or 
supervised educational activities (including the final work), or through remote learning, on and 
off campus or equivalent, as well as the additional personal commitment the student has to make 
to reach the curriculum's educational objectives.  

The Masters will have profiles that can be predominantly oriented towards academic or 
professional training in accordance with Academic Masters or Professional Masters.  

 
4) Doctorate: postgraduate course constituting the highest postgraduate qualification in an area of 
knowledge. Its central objective is the scientific training in a specialised area of knowledge through 
which the doctoral candidate acquires skills to conduct an original piece of research as well as to 
guide the research work of others. The period is three years. 
 
There is a level of tertiary level degrees in which there is no agreement between the rules in the private 
sector and the public sector. In the UdelaR they are termed technical or technological degrees or 

 
22 In the Universidad Tecnológica 1 credit corresponds to 15 hours' work 
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intermediate qualifications and can last between 2 and 3 years (or between 160 and 240 credits), with 
a minimum of 1,200 hours.  
As for the private institutions, these types of courses are divided into three levels: 
. Level I, of one and a half years, and a minimum of 750 hours, 
. Level II, of two years, and a minimum of 900 hours, 
. Level III, of two and a half years, with a minimum of 1,250 hours. 
In private institutions there is no agreed term for these qualifications, which may often be called 
"analyst", "technical", "diploma", or "auxiliary", etc. 
 

Summary of the conditions of the qualifications in all knowledge areas 

 Technical / 
Technological 

degree 
Intermediate 
qualifications 

Licenciatura 
or 

professional 
equivalent 

degree 

Specialisations Maestría or 
Master's degree 

PhD 

UDELAR 160 to 240 
credits 

2 or 3 years, 
minimum 

1,200 hours 

320 or 400 
credits, 4 or 

5 years. 
Minimum 

2,400 hours 

60 credits, 1 
year 

100 credits, 2 
years 

 

3 years, no 
credits 

UTEC HAS NONE HAS NONE 
 

HAS NONE 

PRIVATE 
INSTITUTIONS 

750 to 1,250 
hours, no 
credits, 

between 1 
year and a half 

and 2 and a 
half years. 

Minimum 
2,200 hours, 
4 or 5 years 

300 hours, 1 
year, no 
credits 

500 hours, 2 
years, no credits 

3 years, no 
hours or 
credits 

1 credit = 15 hours 

 
 
The private sector Medicine Area has specific regulations for their postgraduate courses and qualifications - 
pursuant to Decree No. 361/01623, which in some aspects complements the provisions of Decree No. 
104/014. Its provisions are in line with the principles of the Regulations of the UdelaR's Faculty of Medicine 
Postgraduate School.24 
 
a) Especialista de inserción primaria: the courses aim to train a general, integral specialist, with emphasis on 
the epidemiologically most frequent and important aspects of the fields in which the specialist will be active.   
They will last a minimum of three years with a minimum workload of 3,300 hours, equivalent to 220 credits 
(this Decree indicates a credit value - 1 credit = 15 hours).  Between 50 and 70% of the hours will be supervised 
practice. 
 
b) Especialista de inserción secundaria: deeper, narrower area of knowledge, broadly addressed in the 
primary specialty and integrated into it.  
It is reserved for doctors who have already qualified for the related specialty. 
They will last at least two years with minimum workload of 2,200 hours (147 credits). Between 50 and 70% 
of the hours will be supervised practice. 
 

 
23 Decree No. 361/016 https://www.impo.com.uy/bases/decretos/361-2016/1  
24 http://www.egradu.fmed.edu.uy/reglamento  
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C) Diplomaturas: courses that perfect a limited area of medical practice, developed with a lower workload 
compared to the specialisations. They are intended for doctors, medical specialists and other university 
graduates.   
They will last a minimum of one year, between 600 hours (40 credits) and 1,200 hours (80 credits), of which 
between 50 and 70% of the hours will be supervised practice.  
 
d) Maestrías or Masters: the same conditions are established as in Decree 104/014 - type of master's degree 
(professional or academic), duration in years, and final degree. They differ in relation to the Masters of the 
other Decree in the number of hours planned, which must be at least 1,500 hours. (100 credits).  The credits 
are distributed between class activities (30 credits), Thesis preparation and supervision (40 credits), and 
supervised educational activities (30 credits) 
 
e) Doctorates: also in this case the conditions are the same as in Decree 104/014. As a different feature it 
incorporates the fact that postulants may be admitted without a Master's degree, but with requirements not 
inferior to a master's. 
All qualifications in the health area must be registered with the Ministry of Public Health, in addition to 
registration with the Ministry of Education and Culture. 
 
 

Postgraduate courses in the area of Medicine 

 Diplomaturas Specialisations Maestrías or Masters Doctorado 

or PhD 

UDELAR 
 
 
PRIVATE 
INSTITUTIONS 

 
Between 600 and 
1,200 hours, or 
between 40 and 
80 credits. 
1 year 

In primary insertion: 
3,300 hours 220 
credits. 3 years 

 
1,500 hours, 2 years, 
no credits 

 
3 years, no 
credits 

In secondary insertion: 
2,200 hours 147 
credits. 3 years 

1 credit = 15 hours 

 
As regards all the qualifications offered in the university system, Decree-Law No. 15661 established the 
equivalence between the degrees conferred by private universities and those by the Universidad de la 
República. 
 
It should be pointed out that courses exist conferring the title of 'Doctor' as the first-degree level. These 
are among the most long-standing in university history and conserve the name, although currently they 
ought not to be so termed as they may be confused with postgraduate doctoral courses. 
Amongst this group of courses there is the Doctor of Law, Doctor of Medicine, Doctor of Dentistry, Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine; in some of these cases a process has begun to modify these expressions, but for 
the time being they are still valid.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF UNIVERSITY QUALIFICATIONS IN URUGUAY 

 

Course type Entry 
requirements 

Qualification type Minimum 
duration 

Aims Credits Final Project Course 
approval 
procedure  

PU
BL

IC
 U

N
IV

ER
SI

TI
ES

 
Technique or 
technology 

 
 
Approved 
Bachillerato 
degree or 
some CETP / 
UTU courses 

Technique or Technology 2 to 3 years 
 
1,200 hours 

practical, applied, 
and creative 
training 

160 credits 
(1 credit = 15 
hours) 

Not foreseen  
It is approved 
at the CDC (*) 
at the proposal 
of the Council 
of the 
respective 
Faculty.  

Licenciatura 

(and other first 
level university 
qualifications) 

-Licenciado in 

-Doctor in.... (Law, Medicine, 
Dentistry, or Veterinary 
Medicine) 
- Engineer in..... 
- Architect 
- Notary 

4 or more 
years 
 
 
2,400 hours 

 

Professional or 
artistic practice 

320 credits 
(minimum) 
400 credits (in 
UTEC for 
Engineering 
careers)1 credit 
= 15 hours 
 

Not foreseen 

Especialización  
(in general) 

 
 
 
 
Degree title 
Specific 
requirements 
for each 
course 

- Especialista in.... 
- Diplomado in... 

1 year 
450 hours 

Professional 
improvement, 
upgrading, and 
practice 

60 credits 
(1 credit = 15 
hours) 
 

Final work 
(not mandatory)  

 
It is approved 
in the services. 
The CDC (*) 
becomes 
aware.  

Especialización 
(in medicine) 

- Especialist in....  2,200 to 
3,300 hours, 
3 years  

 
 
Professional 
practice 

147 to 220 
credits 
(1 credit = 15 
hours) 
 

Final work 
integrator. 

Diploma (in 
medicine) 

-Diploma  660 and 
1,200 hours, 
1 year 

40 to 80 credits 
(1 credit = 15 
hours) 

Maestría or 
Master's degree 

- Master in... 
- Magister in... 
 

2 years 
 
500 hours 

Deeper studies and 
training: academic 
or professional 

100 credits 
 
 
(1 credit = 15 
hours) 

Thesis 
defended 
orally in 
public 

CDC approves 
prior advice 
from CAP (**) 

Doctorado or 
PHD 

- Doctor in... 3 years 
 
(no hours) 

Capability 
development for 
original research 

Not foreseen 

 

 

Thesis 
defended 
orally in 
public 

CDC approves 
prior advice 
from CAP (**) 
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Licenciatura 

(and other first 

level university 

qualifications) 

Approved Bachillerato degree or 

some CETP / UTU courses 

-Licenciado in...... 

-Doctor in.... (Law, Medicine, 

Dentistry, or Veterinary 

Medicine) 

- Engineer in..... 

- Architect, - Notary 

4 years 

 

 

2,200 hours 

Professional or 

artistic practice 

Not stated. 

 

In UCU: 240 

(1 credit = 25 

hours) 

Not foreseen  

 

Resolution 
of the 
Ministry of 
Education 
and Culture 
with a 
mandatory 
but non-
binding 
opinion of 
the Consejo 
Consultivo 
de 
Enseñanza 
Terciaria 
Privada 

Especialización 

(in general) 

Licenciatura or equivalent 

professional title with specific 

requirements for each course 

- Especialista in... 

 

1 year 

 

360 hours 

Deeper professional 

studies 

Not stated. 

 

Not foreseen 

Especialización 

(in Medicine: 

primary 

insertion) 

Licenciatura or equivalent 

professional title with specific 

requirements for each course  

- Especialista in.... 3 years  

 

 

3,300 hours   

General and integral 

training. 

220 credits 

 

(1 credit = 15 

hours) 

 

 

Monograph 

and Final 

Exam 

 

Diplomatura 

(in Medicine: 

secondary 

insertion) 

doctors with a specialisation Especialista in..... 2 years  

 

2,200 hours     

Perfecting in depth 

in a limited area. 

147 credits 

(1 credit = 15 

hours) 

Maestría 

(medical) 

Doctors and university graduates - Diploma of..... 1 year 

600 to 1,200 

hours 

Perfectioning in 

narrow medical 

practice 

40 to 80 

credits  

 

Theoretical 

and practical 

activities 

Maestría or 

Master's degree 

 (in general) 

 Licenciatura or equivalent 

professional title with specific 

requirements for each course 

- Master in... 

- Magister in... 

 

2 years 

 

500 hours 

Academic or 

professional deeper 

studies and training 

Not stated. 

In UCU: 60 (1 

credit = 25 

hours) 

Preparation 

of a thesis or 

final report 

Maestíia or 

Master's degree 

(in Medicine) 

Licenciatura or equivalent 

professional title. Particular 

requirements of each course. 

- Master in... 

- Master in... 

 

2 years  

1,500 hours 

Academic or 

professional deeper 

studies and training 

100 credits  

(1 credit = 15 

hours) 

Doctorado or 
PhD 
(in general) 
 

Licenciatura or equivalent 

professional title. Particular 

requirements of each course. 

- Doctor in... 3 years 
 
(no hours) 

Specialised 
scientific training 

Not stated. 
 

Preparation 
and Defence 
of a Thesis 

 Doctorado or 
PhD 
(in Medicine) 

Licenciatura or equivalent 

professional title. Particular 

requirements of each course. 

Doctor in... 3 years 
(no hours) 

* The acronym "CDC" corresponds to the Consejo Directivo Central (Central Board of Governors) of the Universidad de la República 
** CAP = Comisión Académica de Postgrados (Academic Postgraduate Committee) 
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14. COURSE CREDIT 
 
In the country no single system of educational credits exists, although most institutions use a system based 
on the same criteria and considerations that are common in other countries where national systems do exist.  
The central element in allocating credits is the time the student has to take to complete the tasks involved in 
each course or activity, whether they are class hours, assisted work, personal study, or other activities related 
to their studies.  
 
In public universities and some of the private institutions 1 credit is equivalent to 15 hours of student work. 
There are several institutions that do not use any credit system, and others apply other criteria to assign 
hours to credits. 
 
The Catholic University applies the credit system based on the ECTS (European credit transfer system) 
parameters of 1 credit for every 25 hours of student activity. 
 

Status of the application of credit systems, by institution 
Institution Credit that applies 
Universidad de la República  1 credit = 15 hours 
Universidad Tecnológica 1 credit = 15 hours 
Universidad ORT 1 credit = 15 hours (in brief) 
Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes 1 credit = 15 hours 
Universidad Católica del Uruguay 1 credit = 25 hours (ECTS) 
Universidad de Montevideo 1 credit = 10 hours 
Centro de Estudios y Diagnóstico de las Disgnacias del 
Uruguay 

1 credit = 20 hours 

Instituto Monseñor Mariano Soler 1 credit = 40 hours 
Instituto Universitario de Postgrado AUDEPP 1 credit = between 3.6 and 3.8 hours 
Instituto Politécnico de Punta del Este 1 credit = between 7.2 and 8.1 hours 
Universidad de la Empresa  

 
 
Not used 
 
  

Instituto Crandon 
Instituto de Postgrado en Psicoanálisis 
Francisco de Asís 
Universidad CLAEH 
Centro de Docencia, Investigación e Información del 
Aprendizaje -(Teaching, Research and Learning 
Information Centre) 
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15. GRADING SYSTEM 
 
As in other points, the country does not have a unitary grading system, leaving its definition to each 
institution's discretion. 
 
Up to 2018 the Universidad de la República used different scales, depending on its Faculties, although in most 
of them marks from 0 to 12 were used. Recently, a new scale was approved that will come into force as of 
2020 (applicable in UdelaR), which will use concepts instead of numbers: Failed, Insufficient (both are 
equivalent to non-approval), and Acceptable, Good, Very Good, and Excellent, as approval marks.  
 
The Universidad de Montevideo and the Universidad de la Empresa use the same scale (0 to 12), taking as a 
final mark of approval the result of the weighted average between course-work and the exam, which must be 
equal to or greater than 6.  
 
Five University Institutes (Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes, Instituto Universitario Centro de Docencia, 
investigación e información en aprendizaje, Universitario Crandon, Politécnico Punta del Este y Francisco de 
Asis) also use the 0 to 12 scale. 
 

Scale from 0 to 12 
value concept result 

0 DEFICIENT (D) Failed 
1 REGULAR DEFICIENT (DR - DEFICIENTE 

REGULAR) 
Failed 

2 REGULAR DEFICIENT (RD) Failed 
3 REGULAR Failed 
4 REGULAR GOOD (RB - REGULAR BUENO) Failed 
5 GOOD REGULAR (BR - BUENO REGULAR) Failed 
6 GOOD (B -BUENO) Passed 
7 GOOD VERY GOOD (BMB - BUENO MUY 

BUENO) 
Passed 

8 VERY GOOD (MB - MUY BUENO) Passed 
9 VERY GOOD GOOD (MBB - MUY BUENO 

BUENO) 
Passed 

10 VERY GOOD OUTSTANDING (MBS - MUY 
BUENO SOBRESALIENTE) 

Passed 

11 OUTSTANDING VERY GOOD (SMB - 
SOBRESALIENTE MUY BUENO) 

Passed 

12 EXCELLENT (S - SOBRESALIENTE) Passed 
 
  



 

 

35 

 

 

The Universidad Tecnológica and the Instituto Universitario AUDEPP use a 5-level scale in which the 
Insufficient and Deficient grades are fails. 

Scale from 1 to 5 
value Concept (in UTEC and AUDEPP) result 

1 Deficient / Not approved / Very inadequate Failed 
2 Insufficient  Failed 
3 Sufficient / Good / Acceptable Passed 
4 Very good / Very good / Satisfactory Passed 
5 Excellent / Outstanding / Very satisfactory Passed 

 
 
 
The Catholic University of Uruguay has a scale between 1 and 6, in which grades of 1 and 2 are fails. 

Scale from 1 to 6 
value Concept  result 

1 Deficient    Failed 
2 Regular   Failed 
3 Good Passed 
4 Good/very good Passed 
5 Very good Passed 
6 Excellent Passed 

 
 
The Universidad ORT and the Centro de Estudios y Diagnóstico de las Disgnacias del Uruguay use a percentage 
scale between 0 and 100%, where the minimum approval score is 70%. 
 

Scale from 0 to 100% (ORT and CEDDU) 
Value (%) Concept  result 

0 to 69 Deficient    Failed 
70 to 79 Acceptable   Passed 
80 to 89 Good Passed 
90 to 100 Very good Passed 

 
The Universidad CLAEH also uses a percentage scale from 0 to 100%, but with different values. 
 

Scale from 0 to 100% (CLAEH) 
Value (%) Concept  result 

0 to 59 Unapproved    Failed 
60 to 74 Acceptable   Passed 
75 to 89 Very good Passed 
90 to 100 Excellent Passed 
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The Mariano Soler Institute uses a scale from 1 to 10, where the first five notes are fails. 

Scale from 1 to 10 
value Concept  result 

1 to 5 Unapproved    Failed 
6 Good   Passed  
7 Very good Passed 
8  Very good outstanding Passed 
9 Outstanding Very good Passed 
10 Excellent Passed 

 
Finally, the IUPP uses the criterion of "approves" or "does not approve" the course, without a scale of marks. 
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16. GRADES AND QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK 
 

Uruguay still does not have a general 'framework' for grades or competences that can be expected for the 
various levels of the education system, although progress has been made concerning compulsory education. 
 
For this purpose, the authorities responsible for primary, secondary, technical, and teacher education 
(Consejo Directivo Central de la Administración Nacional de Educación Pública - Central Board of Directors of 
the National Administration of Public Education) prepared a document called the National Reference 
Curricular Framework (ANEP, 2017)25, which sets guidelines for continuing working on the construction of 
the competences expected, without this being a final document for the time being.  This Framework does 
not include higher or tertiary education. 
 
For reasons due to the history of the university system, to which we have referred before, practising a 
profession was linked to the Universidad de la República to such an extent that some of the laws creating the 
Faculties of the UdelaR expressly indicated the qualifications needed to practise26.  
With the emergence of private universities it was necessary to expand these provisions. Decree-Law 15,661 
(already mentioned above) fixes the conditions for the private universities' qualifications to have the same 
legal effect as the public university's.  
 
In short, the conditions for the qualifications to be legally valid for the purposes of practising a profession 
may be summarised as follows: 
  

Originating 
institutions 

Courses regulated by Law Unregulated courses  

 
Universidad de la 
República 

- holds the qualification issued and also registered in the Central 
students office (Bedelía) of UDELAR 
- oath before Supreme Court of Justice (legal and notarial 
professions) 
-matriculation in the Medical College  
-matriculation in the Veterinary College 
- matriculation in the register of the Ministry of Public Health 
(courses in the Health Area) 
- matriculation in the Ministerio de Ganadería, Agricultura y Pesca 
(veterinarians) 

- to hold the 
qualification issued and 
also registered in the 
Central students office 
(Bedelía) of UDELAR 

Universidad 
Tecnológica 

(UTEC courses are not regulated for practising a profession) - to hold the 
qualification issued and 
registered in the UTEC 

 
 
 
Universities and 
authorised private 
university Institutes 

- qualification issued by the private institution and also registered 
in the Register of the Ministry of Education and Culture 
- oath before the Supreme Court of Justice (Law and Notary) - 
matriculation in Medical College  
-matriculation in the Veterinary College 
- matriculation in the register of the Ministry of Public Health 
(courses in the Health Area) 
- matriculation in MGAP (veterinarians) 

- qualification issued by 
the private institution, 
and also with 
registration in the 
Register of the Ministry 
of Education and Culture  

 
25 National reference curriculum framework, http://www.uruguayeduca.edu.uy/recursos-educativos/771   
26 There are two exceptions to the principle of the sufficiency of the university degree for professional practice, both 
administrative: Health professionals must register their qualifications with the Ministry of Public Health, and those in 
the area of Law (Lawyers, Notaries, Public Prosecutors) must be sworn in before the Supreme Court of Justice which 
authorises the corresponding registration. 
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Foreign 
qualifications 

- Qualification validated by the Universidad de la República 
- oath before Supreme Court of Justice (legal and notarial 
professions) 
- matriculation in the register of the Ministry of Public Health 
(courses in the Health Area) 

- foreign qualification 
with or without a formal 
recognition 

 
As an additional fact it may be pointed out that there is no compulsory licensing in the country for any 
profession. 

17. JOINT QUALIFICATIONS / DOUBLE QUALIFICATIONS  
 

Joint programmes are not regulated, although there are some programmes with this format, especially in 
postgraduate programmes, which are taught jointly by national or foreign institutions. The features and 
conditions of these types of courses are left to the institutions wishing to conduct these programmes. 
 
In the case of the Universidad Tecnológica it is expressly provided that different types of qualifications may 
be designed, which may be: 

• Exclusive to UTEC 
• Joint between UTEC and other foreign institutions 
• Multiple qualification 
• Accreditation of knowledge 
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18. RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN UNIVERSITY STUDIES AND QUALIFICATIONS  
 
Currently, the validation of foreign qualifications is the competence of the Universidad de la República and the 
Universidad Tecnológica, in the latter case within the framework of their respective competences. 
 
In a validation Ordinance the UdelaR establishes the procedures needed to obtain validation. 27 Substantially, 
the "validation" is based on the existence of a qualification reasonably equivalent in the Universidad de la 
República and on the person having concluded his/her course in the university of origin. In exceptional cases 
an unfinished course may be deemed to be equivalent to one completed in the country. 
 
When it comes to qualifications that do not exist in the Universidad de la República (so that a reasonable 
equivalence does not apply), it grants what it is in terms of "recognition". 
 

Validation in UdelaR It applies when there is reasonable equivalence with a UdelaR qualification 
Recognition in UdelaR When the foreign qualification is not issued by the UdelaR 

 
Since May 2018 the UdelaR has approved a procedure that expedites these procedures, especially validation, 
establishing a minimum period of 120 days. 
 
Regarding the documentation presentation requirements, they are stipulated in what is the usual style in 
these cases, with the intervention of the competent consular authorities and translation into Spanish if 
necessary. 
 
On the other hand, private institutions can validate studies carried out abroad only for educational 
purposes and to continue studies, but not for professional purposes.  
 
The validation of subjects studied in another institution is within the power of all universities (public and 
private), as provided for private institutions by Decree No. 104/014, Art. 24, "The professional qualifications 
issued by university institutions shall be based on studies presented and approved by the institution that 
confers them. They may exceptionally be based on validated subjects, presented and approved in the 
Universidad de la República or other university institutions, provided that their number does not exceed two 
thirds of the total subjects that make up the course concerned. 
In the case of subjects studied and approved in the Republic, they must have been so in the Universidad de 
la República or in university institutions whose operation has been authorised by the Executive Branch and 
which form part of courses covered by that authorisation." 
 
The UTEC's mechanism for admission into its courses, called "accreditation of knowledge" deserves special 
mention; it is put into practice pursuant to the General Education Law No. 18.437 (Art. 39) and the Law 
Creating UTEC No. 19043 (Art.2). 
 
Accreditation of knowledge authorises a crossing of paths between formal education systems and life 
experiences, guaranteeing the right to education and recognising the diversity of learning acquired in different 
social environments. It is a procedure that aims to recognise knowledge and forms of knowledge that people 
may have developed in different ways during their lives outside formal education and which may be associated 
with UTEC course prerequisites. This procedure is not aimed at conferring a qualification on those whose 
knowledge is evaluated but is oriented to allow access to continue studies at a certain academic level. 
The construction of a National System for the Accreditation of Knowledge is being created in the orbit of the 
National System of Public Tertiary Education and also at the Regional level.    

 
27  Validation Ordinance: http://www.universidad.edu.uy/renderPage/index/pageId/74   
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19. ELEMENTS FOR IDENTIFYING VALID QUALIFICATIONS DELIVERED IN URUGUAY 
 

 

By definition, all the qualifications that are granted by the Universidad de la República are valid already; the 
validity of the records that appear on the back of the document are proof that the internal controls of the 
university were carried out before delivering it to the graduate. 
 
In order to issue a degree, the controls are first carried out in the Faculty concerned, and once all the 
requirements are satisfied it is inscribed in the register of the Faculty students office, in which the ledger, folio 
and corresponding number are indicated. 
 Then it goes to the General Registry of Titles of the Universidad de la República, which registers it in the 
repository that accounts for the total of that institution's qualifications, being recorded in the qualification 
itself in which ledger, sheet, and number are recorded. 
 

Example of the registers in UDELAR, in the Faculty and in the General Register of qualifications. 
 
 
In the case of private institutions, the degrees must be registered with the Ministerio de Educación y Cultura, 
in which case the institution has to be authorised and the course recognised. With this registration the 
qualification is just as legally valid as those of the Universidad de la República. 
 
Concerning the registration of qualifications, the MEC records those from recognised courses conferred by 
private tertiary institutions authorised to operate - as well as those for the Ministry of the Interior's and 
Ministry of Defence's courses. The said register is organised pursuant to Decree-Law 15661. 
 
For issuing the corresponding qualifications the institutions must consider and comply with the "Ordinance for 
the Certification of Files and registration of qualifications issued by private university and tertiary education 
institutions and by public tertiary level education institutions not dependent on the autonomous boards of 
governors" dated 14 March 2011. 
 
This procedure28  as well as the certification of the students' documentation (schooling, study certificates or 
study certificates with programmes) is carried out in the MEC Higher Education Area. 

 
28http://educacion.mec.gub.uy/innovaportal/v/1622/5/mecweb/registro-de-titulos-certificaciones?3colid=583&breadid=583   
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 Example of registration in MEC 
 
The health area qualifications are registered with the Ministry of Public Health, so that they are also endorsed 
with the stamp proving they have been entered in the register that the Ministry keeps for the professions 
over which it exercises administrative control. A similar procedure is carried out with law area qualifications, 
which must be registered with the Supreme Court of Justice. 
 

Example of registration with the Ministry of Public Health 
 

Example of registration with the Supreme Court of 
Justice. 
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In February 2017 the Universidad Tecnológica approved the design of the qualifications it would issue and it 
is still working on the regulation of the provisions for issuing and registering them29. 
  

 
29 As appears at point 37 of Minute 10/17 of the provisional Central Board of Directors, 24/02/17, 

https://sites.google.com/site/utecactasdelconsejo/actas-2017   
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20.  IMMIGRANTS SUPPORT AND ADVICE SERVICE 
 

Article 47 of Decree No. 394/009 of the Immigration Law establishes that "The Uruguayan State shall ensure 
that migrants and their families are rapidly integrated into the public educational centres empowered or 
authorised to start or continue their studies. In all cases they must satisfy the requirements that apply to 
national citizens." 
 
In this respect, since May 2018 an Immigrant Support and Advice service has been set up for educational 
matters in order to offer guidance to immigrants who come to our country on issues relating to the 
educational system, the courses provided, and where to carry out the enrolment and validation procedures. 
 
It operates in the centre of the city of Montevideo and acts in liaison - especially with the services offered by 
public education at all levels, and the Ministry of Education and Culture is responsible for its management. 
 
Likewise, the Resolution of the Ministry of Education and Culture No. 0389/018 was signed which makes the 
Directorate of Education responsible for issuing in cases coming under Article 48 of Decree 394/009 of 24 
August 2009. 
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21. EXAMPLES OF UNIVERSITY AND UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 

UNIVERSIDAD DE LA REPÚBLICA - TÍTULO DE GRADO  
(Licenciatura or equivalent profesional degree) front 
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Saut de page  
Back page 
 
 
 
 

  
Saut de page  
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UNIVERSIDAD DE LA REPÚBLICA, TÍTULO DE MAESTRÍA/MAGISTER (front)
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Saut de page  
(Back page)  
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Saut de page  
UNIVERSIDAD DE LA REPUBLICA, certificado de estudios  
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UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA. TITULO DE GRADO (delivered before 2016).  

The format of the postgraduate studies was the same. 
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UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA. TITULO DE GRADO (delivered after 2016) 
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Back of the title 
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UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA. TITULO DE GRADO (nuevos, a partir del 2016) 
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Back of the title ( before registration to the MEC ) 

 
 

  



 

 

66 

 

 

UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA.  Certificado de estudio 
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UNIVERSIDAD TECNOLÓGICA. Título de grado (front) 
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UNIVERSIDAD TECNOLÓGICA. Título de Tecnólogo (frente) 
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UNIVERSIDAD CLAEH. Título de grado (front) 
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UNIVERSIDAD CLAEH. Certificado de estudios, Licenciatura 
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UNIVERSIDAD CLAEH. Título de maestría (front) 
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UNIVERSIDAD CLAEH. Certificado de estudios, Maestría 
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UNIVERSIDAD DE MONTEVIDEO, Título de grado (frONT) 
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(Back) 
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UNIVERSIDAD DE MONTEVIDEO. Certificado de estudios, Licenciatura. 
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UNIVERSIDAD DE MONTEVIDEO, Título de Maestría, (front) 
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UNIVERSIDAD DE MONTEVIDEO. Certificado de estudios, Maestría 
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UNIVERSIDAD ORT, Título de grado (front) 
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UNIVERSIDAD ORT, Certificado de escolaridad
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UNIVERSIDAD DE LA EMPRESA, Título de grado (front) 
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UNIVERSIDAD DE LA EMPRESA, certificado de estudio 

 



 

 

105 

 

 

  



 

 

106 

 

 

 



 

 

107 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

108 

 

 

UNIVERSIDAD DE LA EMPRESA, Título de Maestría (front) 
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INSTITUTO UNIVERSITARIO POLITÉCNICO DE PUNTA DEL ESTE 
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POLITECNICO DE PUNTA DEL ESTE, Certificado de estudios 
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INSTITUTO UNIVERSITARIO M. MARIANO SOLER, título de grado (frente) 
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INSTITUTO UNIVERSITARIO FRANCISCO DE ASIS, título de grado (frente) 
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INSTITUTO UNIVERSITARIO FRANCISCO DE ASIS, Certificado de estudios 
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INSTITUTO UNIVERSITARIO CEDIIAP, Título de grado (front) 
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22. GLOSSARY 
 

a. Of institutions: 

ACJ (YMCA): Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes 
ANEP: Administración Nacional de Educación Pública (National Public Education Administration) 
AUDEPP:  Instituto Universitario de Postgrado (Postgraduate University Institute) 
CCETP: Consejo Consultivo de Enseñanza Terciaria Privada (Advisory Council for Private Tertiary Education) 
CEDDU: Centro de Estudios y Diagnóstico de las Disgnacias del Uruguay 
CETP/UTU: Consejo de Formación Técnico Profesional, Universidad del Trabajo del Uruguay (Professional 
Technical Training Council, Uruguay University of Labour) 
CFE: Consejo de Formación en Educación (Education Training Council) 
CLAEH: Universidad Centro Latinoamericano de Economía Humana (Latin-American Human Economy 
Centre) 
IUACJ: Instituto Universitario Asociación Cristiana de Jóvenes (YMCA University Institute) 
IUCEDIIAP: Instituto Universitario Centro de Docencia, investigación e información en aprendizaje (University 
Institute Teaching centre, research and information in learning) 
IUFA: Instituto Universitario Francisco de Asís (Francis of Assisi University Institute) 
IUMC: Instituto Universitario Metodista Crandon (Crandon Methodist University Institute) 
IUMS: Instituto Monseñor Mariano Soler 
IUPP: Instituto de Postgrado en Psicoanálisis (Postgraduate Institute of Psychoanalysis) 
MEC: Ministerio de Educación y Cultura (Ministry of Education and Culture) 
ORT: Universidad ORT 
UCU: Universidad Católica del Uruguay (Uruguay Catholic University) 
UDE: Universidad de la Empresa (Commercial University) 
UDELAR: Universidad de la República (University of the Republic) 
UM: Universidad de Montevideo (Montevideo University) 
UTEC: Universidad Tecnológica (Technology University) 
 

b. Frequent terms in Uruguayan higher education which may have different meanings in other 
countries 

Accreditation: voluntary process of regional evaluation to which some qualifications that have been agreed 
under the educational Mercosur may be subjected. National university courses that meet the requirements 
for professional practice may take part in it. In Uruguay in the absence of a national accreditation agency it 
is administered by an ad hoc Commission. 
 
Authorisation: the 'authorisation to operate' as a university or non-university tertiary institution, is what the 
institutions that meet the organisational, administrative and academic requirements indicated by national 
regulations obtain to carry out their activities. It is obtained after the Consejo Consultivo de Enseñanza 
Terciaria Privada's evaluation and opinion and takes legal effect with a Resolution by the Executive Branch. 
This procedure applies only to private institutions. 
 
Recognition: the 'recognition of the academic level' is what every undergraduate and postgraduate course 
must obtain for the degrees that are issued to have the same validity as those of public universities while 
being independent of the latter. Tertiary non-university courses issued by authorised institutions can also be 
subjected to this recognition. The procedure is carried out with the MEC and the same Consultative Council 
gives the authorization to operate and accompanies it with a Resolution of the Ministry of Education and 
Culture; it also is applied only in private institutions.   
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Validations:  

 - of qualifications: they are requested by people who hold foreign qualifications for them to have 
legal validity in Uruguay, according to criteria of reasonable equivalence. Only public universities can do this. 

- of courses or subjects: a) in the case of foreign students who have not completed their course or 
wish to do so in Uruguay, they may request their incomplete studies to be validated in any higher education 
institution. There are a percentage of courses that can be validated. In the case of the Universidad de la 
República, course validation is called "recognition".  

b) in the case of national students validations of courses or subjects exist in accordance with the 
regulations that apply to public and private institutions, with their particular characteristics. 

 
University: public universities are created by National Law, and private universities by Resolutions of the 
President of the Republic, after completing the procedures for authorisation to operate and recognition of 
their courses' academic level. To be a university they are required to perform teaching, research, and 
outreach activities (or services to society). In the case of private institutions universities must cover at least 
three different areas of knowledge. 
 
University Institute: this is a category that, as of now, only applies to some private higher education 
institutions that have to have the same characteristics as universities, but which are concentrated in one or 
two areas of knowledge. The qualifications they can issue are at the same level as the universities'. 
 
Tertiary non-university institute: this is a category that applies only to private institutions that, as a requisite 
for admission, require a complete baccalaureate, are dedicated to essentially teaching activities to deepen 
or expand knowledge in an area of knowledge. They go through the same procedures for authorisation to 
function and recognition of academic level, but they do not issue university qualifications.  
 

c.  Translation into English of some university qualifications: 

Agrimensor: Professional title, surveyor  
Architect: Professional title, architect  
Asistente Social: Professional title, social worker  
Bachiller/Bachillerato: Secondary school certificate; may also be an intermediate university-level award  
Bachiller/Bachillerato Técnico: Certificate awarded on completion of vocational or technical secondary 
programmes  
Bibliotecólogo: Professional title in library science  
Contador Público: Professional title, public accountant  
Doctor: Traditional name for professional (first grade) title awarded on completion of six to seven years of 
medical studies. Also in Law, Veterinary, Dentist. 
Doctor en Diplomacia: Professional title awarded on completion of law studies   
Economista: Professional title, economist  
Escribano Público: Professional title, notary public  
Ingeniero: Professional title, engineer  
Ingeniero Agrónomo: Professional title, agricultural engineer  
Licenciado: Same as Graduate  
Licenciatura: First academic degree at the tertiary level  
Psicólogo: Professional title, psychologist  
Químico:  Professional title, chemist  
Químico Farmacéutico:  Professional title, pharmaceutical chemist  
Sociólogo:  Professional title, sociologist  
Técnico:  Professional title awarded after one to three years of post-secondary or tertiary education, 
technician  
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